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January 15, 2006 

 
TO: ASUW LSC 
FROM: Ben Golden, OGR Director 
Re:  Week 1 
 
Hello Huskies – 
 
It’s been almost a week since session started, but it certainly feels like it’s been months.  
I’m pretty exhausted and need to be up soon, so here’s a quick recap of the past week.  
Again, I encourage y’all to check out my blog for some more frequent and colloquial 
updates:   
http://asuwogr.blogspot.com/ 
 

WSL: Week 1 Report 
 
The following are meetings or committees I attended as part of WSL.  There were other events or actions taken on behalf of UW, but 
this is a quick summary of what I could remember – I am focusing on the House more this session, teaming up with WSLers, who will 
be covering more of the Senate (this is at least the division for when schedules overlap)… 
 
Meetings 
 Monday January 9, 2006 
  10:30  Susan Mielke, Sen Ed staff 
  2:30    Representative Richard Debolt 
 Tuesday January 10, 2006 
  10:00 Representative Bill Fromhold 
  10:30 Representative Helen Sommers 
  1:00   Representative Lynn Kessler 
  3:30   Deb Merle, Mark Webster: Office of financial Management 
 Wednesday January 11, 2006 
  9:00   Nina Oman, House Higher Ed staff 
  1:30   Representative Mike Sells 
  2:00   Lieutenant Governor Brad Owen 
  2:30   Senator Rosemary McAuliffe  
  3:30   Representative Don Cox 
  4:00   Shane Hamilton , Sec’t of State’s office 
 Thursday January 12, 2006 
  2:15   Representative Jay Rodne 
  3:15   Representative Toby Nixon 
  10-1230 Washington Learns Steering Committee 
 Friday January 13, 2006 
  8:00  House Gov Ops 

10:00 Don Whiting, The Grange 
  1:00  House Caucus staff 
  1:15  Senator Pridemore 
  1:45  Representative Chase 
  1:30  House Higher Ed… 
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Committees  
 Monday January 9, 2006 
  3:30   Appropriations committee 
 Tuesday January 10, 2006 
  12:00 Brown Bag Lunch for Senate and House 
  1:30   Higher Education Committee 
 Wednesday January 11, 2006 
  1:00  House Rules 
  1:30  Government Operations and Elections 
 Thursday January 12, 2006 
  8:00    House Higher education and workforce Training Committee 
  10:30  Washington Learns 
Testimony  
 Tuesday January 10, 2006 

1:30   House Higher Education and Workforce Education Committee (diversity) 
Thursday January 12, 2006 

  8:00   House Higher Education and Workforce Education Committee 
 
Beyond that, I attended opening session on Monday, the State of the State on Tuesday, 
a couple of Senate Education meetings (not on the list), and testified with some 
ASUW/GPSS folks about diversity relating to UW.  My testimony on Thursday was 
exclusively UW budget issues, as well.  I spoke with several state Senators about equal 
rights legislation, and intend to speak with two more in particular.  I’ve had to do lots of 
research on the voting outreach, as our priorities have evolved with each day (as we 
figure out what we can and can’t pull off).  I met with Randy Hodgins, the UW Admin 
lobbyist, as well as UW’s contract lobbyists, the faculty lobbying team, and much of the 
K-12 education lobbyists.   
 
Everyone agrees that, despite the surplus, money must be saved to account for future 
deficits (anticipated to be around $2 billion for the next biennium).  Thus, most are 
modest in their supplemental budget requests.  While UW has many needs, ASUW has 
focused on seeking funds for research which will lead to economic development and  
undergraduate advising and retention (to increase graduation rates and increase slots in 
the high-demand bottleneck courses).  We’re asking for $2 million – Gregoire did not 
put it in her proposed budget. 
 
Testimony can be heard at tvw.org – go to the archives, find the committee you wish to 
hear, and enjoy.  Tuesday and Thursday at the House Higher Ed meetings have UW’s 
student voice represented.  On Tuesday, Jon Lee and Lee Dunbar joined Nick Peyton 
and I to discuss diversity – I have promised the committee that we will come more 
prepared next time, though they claim to have enjoyed it.  Thursday, I discussed UW’s 
budget requests – I dominated, if I may say so…  (attached is a rough draft of my 
testimony – I had to tweak it to accommodate time and previous statements in the 
hearing right before I spoke…) 
 
Other issues that we are still playing offense on include textbooks, voting outreach, 
student regent appointment reform, and volleyball congratulations.  We are seeking 
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new policies about the bundling of textbooks, along with asking publishers or authors 
to declare what is changed between new editions of the same textbook.  For voting, we 
are going to support a bill that would allow people to register to vote online.  It’s not 
perfect, but because students are so reliant on the internet, we could use it to our 
advantage and reach everyone quite often (with little to no administrative costs).  The 
student regent bill has been submitted to the bill hopper, and should receive a hearing 
in a week or so.  Mr. Peyton and I are trying to work with the athletic department on a 
resolution commending the championship volleyball team (trying to coordinate 
bringing the team to Olympia to be recognized…).   
 
The plan was to have an up-to-date bill tracker, and we have one.  But things are 
changing so rapidly that it will be obsolete by the time you read this e-mail tomorrow 
morning.  So keep in touch and check out leg.wa.gov regularly to be as timely as we’re 
trying to be.  A couple of bills on the horizon: requirements that everyone take a 
governmental civics course in high school, a financial literacy course in college, that 
graduation standards be raised in math and science, that the WASL be made tougher or 
easier or abandoned, etc.  Senator Jacobson has a bill that deals with regulating off-
campus housing, but it’s quite convoluted and we’ll wait to see if it even gets a hearing 
before worrying too much about it.  Many more bills are expected to be dropped this 
week, so a clearer picture of what the issues will be should emerge soon. 
 
The Seattle Times has a good section on its webpage, archiving every article about this 
session.  The UW’s Daily has been good with its coverage, as has the PI (check out 
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/254978_uwlobby09.html if you haven’t already).  Still, I 
can’t emphasize enough how amazing leg.wa.gov is – many people who work in Olympia spend 
half their time navigating this page because it is such a good resource.   
 
I’m very excited for Lobby Day, which is FEBRUARY 1ST!   Representative Hans Dunshee has 
agreed to speak at the rally at 2:30 pm – he is a very engaging speaker, and chairs the House 
Capital Projects committee (they decide what buildings get built/remodeled, etc.)  Tyler and 
Angie have been great about organizing everything else – I know that we have a plethora of 
meetings scheduled, so we’ll need lots of students to come down (we may even have the husky 
band there!  Whoopjamboreehoo!)  And I can’t wait to see the t-shirts… 
 
Other than that, the Seahawks are in the conference championship and the Husky men’s b-ball 
team sssh’d the naysayers with a sweep in LA, so that will make my job easier (way too much 
small talk down here, so it’s helpful to be representing a “winning” school).  I need some sleep, 
so I’ll wrap it up here, but please keep in touch with any questions or comments. 
 
 
 
Ben Golden 
ASUW OGR Director 


