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Yob

Another exhausting week, though this one seemed to go by much quicker than Week1.
Again, | encourage y@ll to check out my blog for some more frequent and colloquial
updates:

http:/ / asuwogr.blogspot.com/

Monday Dmet with the Administration@ lobbyists to discuss new bills and plans for the
week. Several informal committee meetings discussing WASL (one of, if not THE,
biggest issues) and capital building requests. Several meetings with state Senators bnot
too interested in any of our projects. Attended a reception at the Governor@ mansion
at night bmany compliments for my ChuskyO te (which | tied myself).

Tuesday B Got sponsor signaturesin the House for the textbook legislation and turned
itin. Met with four House representatives, varying greatly in interest level and
entertainment. Committee hearings focused on the importance of agood math and
science pipeline program for Washington@ economy. Also, an update on Washington
Learns BDGregoire@ task force to outline strategy for state education (a consultant
presented his plan of action Dit will be important for students to stay engaged in the
process aswe have very little official representation).

Wednesday DM eetings with several representatives and senators. Met with Gregoire®
higher education policy advisor to discuss high aid/ high tuition model, among other
things (she said it would be very difficult to pull off logistically, but still an option Bshe
thinksit would bring in revenue to the school and put the burden on the wealthy).
Committee hearings focused on early learning Bsupposedly beneficial for higher
education, but in about 15years. So, we support it aslong asit doesn®take money
away from higher ed. WS group had a irited discussion about the future of our
group (the other schools feel that UW putsin far too little money Bbwe pay $3K ayear,
while WWU and WSU each pay about $17K ayear). We discussed how WSL could be
improved, aswell.

Thursday BFour more meetings with individual legislators (we have a gandard
presentation that varies very little from meeting to meeting Bwe tell them what bills
we are pushing, supporting, opposing, and then have a general discussion about higher
ed). Committee hearingsinduded apresentation on Gopportunity grants,O which
would make community college and technical schools free for 2 years (a new K-14
system), modeled after Georgia@ HOPE program Ba $5million pilot project is being
proposed. We are neutral right now Bwe support the idea of money going to post-

Husky Union Building 304-A ph. (206) 543-6810 asuwogr(@u.washington.edu
Box 352238 fax (206) 685-4310 http://ogr.asuw.org
Seattle, Washington 98195-2238 cell (206) 409-6574



ASSOCIATED STUDENTS
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
BEN GOLDEN, DIRECTOR

secondary education and recognize that animprove CTC system will lead to an
improved UW, but want to make sure that the funding for this won®be out of higher
ed@wallet). Therewas apresentation about capital projectsin higher education (UW is
unilaterally discussing a movein how we fund our buildings Binstead of the legislature,
the Admin would like our capital building fees to go into a school fund, adlowing the
Admin to decide how to spend the money Dthereis apotential that they could then
raise this fee at their discretion. At the same time, UW is getting short-changed in the
legislature because Olympia thinks that we get by on private grants and endow ments).

Friday BThe EWU student lobbyist testified in support of online voter registration on
behalf of WSL in the House. The student regent bill had a hearing the Senate, but time
ran out. | showed several UW students around, updated President Dunbar while
waiting for the floor session to commence, and later attended a hearing on admissions
policies across the state. Thereis also abill for funding of fellowshipsin math and
science in graduate schools, which we support (cost of education isabarrier to accesskE )

Saturday BWSL had its monthly meeting. Lee Dunbar and Jon Lee aso attended for
UW. Theliaisons gave an update on how session wasgoing (very good, by all accounts
busually, student lobbying efforts are more defensive at this point Bwe are creating the
issues that we want to talk about thisyear). Also, talk about the future of WSL
continued in a frank but healthy manner Bwe remain committed to leaving WSL a
better organization than we found it and staying involved in its efforts for students
across the state.

Issues:

Sudent Regent Appointment reform: HB 2857 hasa hearing scheduled for Thursday in
House Higher Ed. SB 6567 had its hearing moved, so it should be on Monday. Thisisa
housekeeping bill that should improve the effectiveness and efficiency of our student
regent position, something that students are proud to have. It would be great if we
could walk thisthrough the system in the 60-day session and get it passed.

Testbooks: HB 3087 and SB 6699 were recently submitted and we®e waiting for
hearing dates. It encourages the Regentsto adopt policies that should lead to: 1) the
option to buy textbooks unbundled (no workbook/ cd-rom), 2) provide faculty with the
retail costs of textbooks prior to them choosing their curriculum, and 3) provide
explanations asto why a new edition of the same book was published (wasit
substantive, such asnew research or current events? or did the color of agraph
change?). No legislation hasever passed becauseit isimpossible to define what a
textbook is (we are playing with Gourse materialsO)and we cannot mandate anything
on intrastate commerce (publishers). Thiswould be amodest step toward putting
SOMETHING on the books. Thereis also abill that would get rid of the sales tax on
textbooks Bbut it hasfailed many timein the past and is hasno reason to succeed this
time (still, we will support it).
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Online Voter Registration: HB 2753 had a hearing last Friday, and SB 6530 was heard

on Day 1 of session (beforewe knew it existed Band that we supported it). Our initial
effortsto mail a voter reg form to all 18 year olds on their birthday evolved into
support of thisbill, asit would aso enable students to reregister easer when they move
(which young people tend to do quite often). Itisacontroversial issue, aked for by the
Secretary of Sate aspart of hisvoting reform efforts. Prospects for its success are
uncertain, but student support certainly gaveit aboost (I am waiting on the Leg
Directive to be more aggressive on itk )

Volleyball congrats: Wee trying to bring the team down to Olympia to be officially
recognized - it@ been tough to coordinate with the Athletic Department, but Nick
Peyton istrying to set it up.

Other billsfloating: require dvicsin high school; require a financial literacy coursein
college; alow the administration and Regents to endorse statewide initiatives; the
opportunity grant and money for math/ science in grad school (aspreviously
mentioned); mandate tuition waivers for veterans at a gecificlevel; regulate off-
campus housing (not going to pass Bl repeat, not going to pass DI 90% sure that we
can safely say that the code of conduct hasbeen turned away once again)E

Gregoire@ proposed budget provides money for a Suth Lake Union biotech facility
and public policy center (totaling about $2.7million of dose to $40million in UW
requests). We support al of the Admin@requests, but are especially highlighting a
request for fundsto improve advising and graduate retention (we@e brought it up so
much, it@ beginning to stick Dmorelikely aspart of 20043 big budget though), helping
the new department of global health get started, and maintenance for the genome
science building. Bascally, when | talk about alot of UW@ buildingsin which they seek
some financial help, it@ an excuse to discuss the many amazing programsthe school is
offering or pursuing.

I@n very excited for Lobby Day, which is FEBRUARY IST.’ Lt. Governor Brad Owen
and Secretary of State Sam Reed are tentatively schedule to join Representative Hans Dunshee
as speakers at therally at 2:30 pm. Tyler and Angie have been great about organizing
everything else B know that we have a plethora of meetings scheduled, so wed need lots of
students to come down (we may even have the husky band there! Whoopjamboreehoo!) So
Bring itE To Olympial

Last Friday wasAfrican-American Legislative Day Ba HUGE success, asthe Rotunda
waspacked and all kinds of great speakersjoined in. Next Monday (tomorrow) is
Equality Day, with a rally planned for 1145115 (HB 2661, alding sexual orientation to
the non-discriminatory status, passed the House 60370on Friday Bonto the Senate for
thereal fight now).

Also on tap for next week: Monday morning, USSenator Patty Murray will be holding
aPress Conferencein HUB 200AB at 10 an P10 be there, and you should all try and
attend aswell. A Senate Education committee hearing dedicated to higher ed, Monday
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the 23° from 330-530in the Cherberg Building. WA Learns takes place again on
Tuesday Band | will be back on campusto report to Senate. Wednesday thereisa
hearing on capital projects for higher education once again. Thursday and Friday are
both special meetings of the HECB (Higher Ed Coordinating Board) Bthey have a new
chair and might be re-organizing. Thursday should include a hearing on the student
regent bill in the morning.

Also ahead:

Tuesday, Bnuary 24" Pcall your Congressman about cuts to student aid.

Tuesday, Jnuary 31" DProtest at Congressman Reichert@ office at 2pm Bheison the
fence for the student aid cuts. At 2pm, abunch of people will rally in Mercer Island, so
be there to represent students.

Make it agoal to organize amotorpool van to get out there of UW students!
February 2" Bthe Houseis expected to vote on the Deficit Reduction package (it passed
before, but with minor changes, so they need to do it again).

Tuesday, February 7" BThe Commission on Higher Ed is hosting a public hearing on
the cost of higher education in Seattle. 1t@at Town Hall, and achance to really make an

Finally, thereis a new Osudent debt facebookOto put a human face on the costs of
education. Check out www.studentdebtalert.org

Testimony can be heard at tvw.org Bgo to the archives, find the committee you wish to
hear, and enjoy.

The Seattle Times had a great article about diversity at UW (or the lack thereof). The
UWG@G Daily hasbeen good with its coverage, and the Pl has been consistent all along.
Sll, | can®@emphasize enough how important it isto have adirect say. If we submit 5
LTEQto one paper, | expect that atleast one would get in. Maybe makeit anLSC
project!?!

And stay informed atleg.wa.gov all session long.

Kickoff isin an hour for the Seahawks so | will wrap this puppy up. Stay in touch and
never stop fighting to defend education@ truthiness statement of the week, brought to
you by last year@ Lobby Day: educate us now or pay for uslater.

Hugs and Kisses,

Ben Golden
ASJW OGR Director
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