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March 05, 2006 

 
TO: ASUW LSC 
FROM: Ben Golden, OGR Director 
Re:  Week 7 

 
Hello Dawg Fans – 
 
A crazy/beautiful last week in Olympia!  Thrills and spills galore, so let’s get to the 
report! 
 
Last update, I gave a thorough run-down of the deal made with several House 
members about our textbook bill, SB 6699.  Well, there were some developments…   
 
Textbooks 
The companion SHB 3087 got exec’d out of the Senate when the other version stalled in 
the House.  A quick Rules pull and a quick floor vote and BAM!: we got ourselves a bill 
passed!  This article tells the story just fine: 
http://www.thedaily.washington.edu/index.php?storyID=15625  
So now, assuming the Governor signs the bill, there will be statute that has the intent of 
lowering textbooks prices.  For the future, we will need to do on-campus follow-up to 
make sure that schools are doing everything they can do to abide by the bills language. 

  
 Student Regent 

As expected, our common sense little bill HB 2857, which moved the student regents 
term from June 1 to July 1, passed unanimously.  It seems silly how much work went 
into this, but that’s the legislative process – and it’s an accomplishment to get anything 
passed that meets no resistance.  Again, this one is on its way to the Governor’s desk as 
well. 
 
There are a bunch of other bills that we have been tracking or mildly involved in, so I 
wanted to give a quick wrap-up since policy cutoff has come and gone: 
 

  
 

 
6343 – Mandating that all high schools require basic civics curriculum  – didn’t get out of 
committee.  The same fate met a bill that would created tougher high school grad 
requirements in math and science.  We tacitly supported both. 
6530 and companion 2753 – Creating an online voter registration option.  We had 
actively lobbied for this, but neither ever got to a floor vote.  It is tense times for voting 
reform, and the legislature decided that ensuring voter security should come before 
efforts to expand outreach of voting.  It is still an option for the future, however. 
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6697 – Establishes state objectives for access, enrollment, delivery, and degree 
achievements in fields of engineering, technology, biotech, and other science fields.  
This has passed both chambers.  We supported it. 
Senate Resolution 8709 and House Resolution 4703 – Commending the UW volleyball 
team for winning the national championship.  Unbeknownst to us, the Admin’s 
lobbyist, Randy Hodgins, had set this up with the Senate – we had been working on 
getting one in the House.  We teamed up to get two Resolutions instead!  They passed 
last Monday. 
Senate Resolution 8728 – Honoring Medal of Honor recipient (and UW alum) Pappy 
Boyington.  It passed unanimously in the Senate.   
2939 – This was just one of many bills related to expanding alternative energy sources.  
Many dealt with biofuel and biodiesel, but this particular one was the energy freedom 
program, something that the Governor is very proud of. 
I can’t remember the bill number, but an FYI:  The Washington state primary has been 
moved from September to August, per request of Secretary of State Sam Reed. 
2233 – The substitute language of a bill that requires tuition waivers for veterans passed 
and is on the way to the Governor.  We supported this legislation – don’t let anyone tell 
you that ASUW does not support veterans… 
2123 – As previously reported (and boasted about), the code of conduct extension bill 
was rebuked once again.  We are pledging to figure out a non-legislative solution. 
4024 – A Resolution that sought to alert the federal government of the crisis in Sudan 
and request action.  I had received several requests to monitor this resolution, but it 
unfortunately did not make it to a vote. 
 

 WSL MEETING 
On Saturday, we had our monthly WSL meeting.  We went over the legislation 

we had been working on, standardized some application forms, discussed the role that 
we want a student advocacy group to play, and planned for the future.  The next WSL 
meeting is going to be April 8th, at UW-Seattle (noon).  I encourage as many people to 
go as possible – we will have to solve many questions about WSL by the end of this 
meeting. 
 As it currently stands, we are thinking that we should take the name of WSL 
literally – Washington STUDENT Lobby.  Thus, other postsecondary students should be 
allowed to join as well.  If the mission of the group is to work for student-interests, then 
we would only be working on issues of shared importance.  If an issue is beyond the 
limited scope of WSL’s agenda, then we do our thing.  So it should be OK to bring more 
people into the core of student-interests.  We will need to figure out what structure of 
power and organization would then exist in this group with more institutions involved. 
 GRTF is then working on how to improve upon UW-specific lobbying efforts.  
Some of their proposals include expanding our capacity for research, working more 
with GPSS, and efforts to expand our institutional memory (perhaps with positions to 
bring in more underclassmen).  The focus of UW lobbying is changing, and we’re 
looking at all of our options to make it better. 
  

Since the Senate and House both passed very different budgets, a lot of time has 
gone into the negotiations to figure out a budget they can agree on.  Both sides know 
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what everyone wants – just a matter of finding a compromise that annoys the least 
amount of people.  Sine Die (the end of session) is scheduled for Thursday, but reports 
say that an agreement is close, so stay tuned!  The Governor has threatened to use her 
line-item veto if the spending rises too much, so we may need to follow-up with her 
staff once the legislature approves their budget to make sure everything for higher 
education is going to stick around.   

 
Beyond that, legislative basketball is still the most amazing thing ever (though I 

may have severely injured a lobbyist’s hand – they telegraphed the pass – not my fault 
that I have good reflexes!), I watched a legislator slip on the marble steps and fall on 
their face (funny stuff – they were uninjured), I’m using the last few weeks to go to 
lunch with someone new each day to see different sides of this city (I was wrong – 
people do actually have a sense of humor down here – they’re just not allowed to show 
it out of fear of offending someone, which is big down here), and I encourage y’all to 
keep checking the website and blog for updates 

Ogr.asuw.org  asuwogr.blogspot.com 
Joel has helped put together a great “summer reading” packet that I will spend part of 
the next week distributing – check it out in the reports and testimony section! 
 

 Take it easy, LSC.  You’ve been a part of a very successful year – thanks for everything. 


