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February 2, 2008 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Friends and Colleagues, ASUW Board of Directors 
FR: Bryce McKibben 
RE: Legislative Update 
 Week 3 

 
 
This report summarizes the week of legislative business during January 28 – February 1, 2008. The report will be broken 
down by specific bills with a status update. For basic information about the legislation, please refer to the Week 1 report. 
 
Issues 
 

A. Policy 
The issues of policy in which we are following include: 

 
SUPPORT 
 
 

Childcare Grant Program (SHB 2582 / SSB 6730) 
SHB 2582 still awaits a hearing before the House Appropriations Committee before it can move on to 
Rules, and we are working hard to ensure that happens. The companion bill, SSB 6730, was passed 
unanimously out of committee and referred to Senate Rules, and thus may prove easier to move on 
short notice than the House version. See the budgetary section for some exciting news regarding 
childcare appropriations recommendations. 
 

SUPPORT Campus Safety Legislation (HB 2648 / SB 6328) 
With minor amendments, the House version is on the move to House Rules and should be up for a vote 
on the House floor in the next few weeks. 
 

SUPPORT Voter registration and information activities (HB 2917 / SB 6698) 
The hearings for both of these bills were short and sweet. Jake Stillwell from ASCWU testified for HB 
2917 on Tuesday, and the Secretary of State’s office came out in full support of the bill (Shane Hamlin, 
former ED of the WSL, testified in support of the bill). It is scheduled for executive action (to be passed 
out of committee) this coming week. Stillwell also testified for the bill in the Senate on Wednesday, and 
SB 6698 will move out of committee in the next week or two. 
 

SUPPORT Absentee ballot drop-off sites (HB 2843) 
I testified for HB 2843 on Tuesday, explaining the benefits of a drop-off sites to students on campus and 
the barriers of mail-in voting. Despite concerns from the county auditors regarding costs and control, the 
bill is scheduled to move out of committee anyway this coming week. 
 

SUPPORT Student free press (HB 1307 / SB 6449) 
Senator Adam Kline has decided against using limited committee time to hold a hearing on the Senate 
bill. This means that student free press is unfortunately dead for this legislative session. More on the 
WJEA blog at: http://wjea.blogspot.com/2008/02/student-free-press-bill-dead-for-2008.html 
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SUPPORT Allowing campuses to ban firearms (SB 6304) 
This legislation is not scheduled to move forward due to insufficient votes on the Senate Higher 
Education Committee to move the bill forward. I suggest contacting your legislators on this issue. 
 

SUPPORT Restricting the possession of firearms on campus (SB 6304) 
Unlike SB 6304, this bill would not simply provide rulemaking authority for firearms restrictions, but 
would statutorily ban them at all institutions of higher education. However, just like SB 6304, this 
legislation is not scheduled to move forward due to insufficient votes on the Senate Higher Education 
Committee. 
 

SUPPORT Business occupation and tax credit for student loan repayments (HB 2673) 
This bill has still not been referred to the House Finance Committee, but is also still not expected to 
move if it is referred. 
 

SUPPORT HECB 2008 Strategic Master Plan for Higher Education (HCR 4408 / SCR 8412) 
The House resolution has moved out of committee and has a hearing this coming week in the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Education. A number of amendments to the resolution to define 
legislative “policies” were added, some of which the WSL provided input on. 
 

SUPPORT Financing for the renovation of university stadium facilities (SB 6848) 
The Speaker and House leadership have announced their steadfast opposition to the Husky Stadium 
project, which would diver $150 million in expiring King County sales tax revenue to renovations. We 
continue to work the Senate on this issue. It has a heading scheduled for this coming Tuesday, February 
5. Unfortunately, I will be at ASUW Student Senate at the time of the hearing, but will submit testimony 
on behalf of ASUW in support of this legislation. 
 

NEUTRAL 
 

Authorizing an additional University of Washington branch campus (HB 2548 / SB 6391) 
We continue to raise concerns about the source of the estimated $850 million it would take to construct 
a new campus, but do not have a position on the building or location of the potential new campus. 
 

NEUTRAL 
(WSL 
SUPPORTS) 

Student Trustee Position at Bellevue Community College (HB 3015 /SB 6699) 
This legislation had hearings in both chambers. Despite drawing some opposition for its narrow scope, 
the bill seems to have enough votes to pass out of both the House and Senate Higher Education 
Committees, at the discretion of the chairs. 
 

NEUTRAL Faculty on Governing Boards of Higher Education (HB 2948 / SB 6390) 
Hearings in the House and Senate on this legislation were held, but the legislation is not expected to 
move forward. 

 
 

B. Budgetary 
The first budget recommendations of the session were out this past week, from the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Education. I’ve attached the HECB and UW pages. The full recommendations can be found at: 
http://leap.leg.wa.gov/leap/budget/detail/2008/ho2008EDp.asp  
Although we have had remarkable success with our budgetary asks during a supplemental-only budget year, it is 
important to note that a state revenue forecast is likely to bring bad news towards the middle of February and 
change the outlook of the budget negotiations. This is due to the increasingly worrisome effects of the sub-prime 
mortgage crisis and fears of a nationwide recession. The budget allocations which we are requesting include: 
 



 
 
 

 
ASUW Office of Government Relations 

Outreach, Activism, Pride 3

SUPPORT 
 

Childcare Grant Program ($3.8 million combined for four and two-year institutions) 
Great news! We were responsible for the single largest recommended increase in spending, and it was 
for childcare. The budget recommendations were for a $2 million increase to the state childcare grant 
program, representing $1 million each for division between the four and two-year colleges and 
universities. Additionally, $300,000 was provided to support early learning services at institutions of 
higher education. 
 

SUPPORT UW Childcare Center ($250,000 operating, $1 million capital) 
Individual campus childcare operating costs were not recommended for increases in the subcommittee 
recommendations for any campus, including UW. Instead, the recommendations were for the state grant 
program. We will know more about the capital request when the House Capital Budget 
recommendations are released. 
 

SUPPORT Mental Health ($245,000 operating) 
Great news! One PhD-level counselor was funded in the subcommittee budget recommendations at 
most of the four-year institutions, due almost entirely to advocacy by the Washington Student Lobby for 
preventative measures related to campus safety. This marks a significant shift from the approach in the 
Governor’s budget. We will advocate for additional counselors, but this is a great start. 
 

 
C. Other details and the Week Ahead 

 
Thanks to Sam E Al-Khoury, McKinley Smith, and Elliot Helmbrecht for attending the WSL Lobby Day on Monday, 
January 28th. The event was a success and we hope to expand it next year. 
 
The past week has been notable for the student lobbyists for our success in the budget and in moving a high 
volume of bills (and preventing quite a few movements we don’t like or which leave out students). Additionally, our 
rapid pace of testimony has been noted on the Hill. In short, students are benefitting from an expanded and 
better-funded Washington Student Lobby which has been capable of greater connection to the legislative process 
and advance development of our issues. 
 
By the next time you hear a report from me, Super Duper Tuesday will be over and we’ll know more about the 
presidential election. It seems that legislators and lobbyists alike are abuzz over the next developments, and 2009 
seems just around the corner. 
 
And don’t forget, UW LOBBY DAY is going to be on Tuesday, February 12th, 2008! 
 
ATTACHED:  2007-2009 Supplemental Operating Budget Recommendations 
  House Appropriations Subcommittee on Education 

Representative Kathy Haigh, Chair 



January 27, 2008
2:07 pm

Agency 360 2007-09 Revised Omnibus Operating Budget (2008 Supp)
University of Washington

(Dollars in Thousands)

APP-E Chair Proposed Governor Proposed Errata Difference
FTEs Near GF-S Total FTEs Near GF-S Total FTEs Near GF-S Total

2007-09 Original Appropriations 19,942.7 806,919 4,130,410 19,942.7 806,919 4,130,410 0.0 0 0

2007-09 Maintenance Level 19,942.7 806,968 4,130,607 19,942.7 806,968 4,130,607 0.0 0 0

 2008 Policy Non-Comp Changes:
    1. Campus Safety Mental Health Counsel 1.0 88 88 0.0 0 0 1.0 88 88
    2. UW - North Campus 0.0 0 0 0.0 1,109 1,109 0.0 -1,109 -1,109
    3. Ruckelshaus Land Use Study 0.0 125 125 0.0 0 0 0.0 125 125
    4. Ruckelshaus Center 0.0 0 0 0.0 125 125 0.0 -125 -125
    5. Campus Safety - Community Alert 0.0 0 0 0.0 100 100 0.0 -100 -100
Policy -- Non-Comp Total 1.0 213 213 0.0 1,334 1,334 1.0 -1,121 -1,121

Total Policy Changes 1.0 213 213 0.0 1,334 1,334 1.0 -1,121 -1,121

2007-09 Revised Appropriations 19,943.7 807,181 4,130,820 19,942.7 808,302 4,131,941 1.0 -1,121 -1,121

Difference from Original Appropriations 1.0 262 410 0.0 1,383 1,531 1.0 -1,121 -1,121
% Change from Original Appropriations 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.0%

Comments:
    1.  Campus Safety Mental Health Counsel - Funding is provided for 1.0 FTE mental health professional to provide counseling services to University of Washington students.
(General Fund-State)

    3.  Ruckelshaus Land Use Study - Funding is provided to support the William Ruckelshaus Center's efforts to explore practical and effective ways to resolve or reduce conflict 
associated with land use requirements and property rights.  Pursuant to Chapter 353, Laws of 2007 (SSB 5248), initial and progress reports are due in the fall of 2007 and 2008, and 
a final report will be submitted on September 1, 2009.  The 2007-09 biennial budget provided funding to begin the project in FY 2008.   One-time funding is added to continue this 
effort in FY 2009.   (General Fund-State)

Office of Program Research - Appropriations Comm
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January 27, 2008
2:07 pm

Agency 343 2007-09 Revised Omnibus Operating Budget (2008 Supp)
Higher Education Coordinating Board

(Dollars in Thousands)

APP-E Chair Proposed Governor Proposed Errata Difference
FTEs Near GF-S Total FTEs Near GF-S Total FTEs Near GF-S Total

2007-09 Original Appropriations 100.7 472,602 503,638 100.7 472,602 503,638 0.0 0 0

2007-09 Maintenance Level 100.7 472,666 503,702 100.7 472,666 503,702 0.0 0 0

 2008 Policy Non-Comp Changes:
    1. Child Care Institutional Grants 0.0 1,000 1,000 0.0 0 0 0.0 1,000 1,000
    2. Higher Ed Accountability Pilot Proj 0.0 50 50 0.0 0 0 0.0 50 50
    3. Higher Ed Benchmarking 0.0 120 120 0.0 0 0 0.0 120 120
    4. Nonappropriated Fund Adjustment 5.1 0 14,557 5.1 0 14,557 0.0 0 0
Policy -- Non-Comp Total 5.1 1,170 15,727 5.1 0 14,557 0.0 1,170 1,170

Total Policy Changes 5.1 1,170 15,727 5.1 0 14,557 0.0 1,170 1,170

2007-09 Revised Appropriations 105.8 473,836 519,429 105.8 472,666 518,259 0.0 1,170 1,170

Difference from Original Appropriations 5.1 1,234 15,791 5.1 64 14,621 0.0 1,170 1,170
% Change from Original Appropriations 5.0% 0.3% 3.1% 5.0% 0.0% 2.9%

Comments:
    1.  Child Care Institutional Grants - Funding is provided to increase support to the existing Child Care Grant Program managed by the Higher Education Coordinating Board
and pursuant to House Bill 2582 (higher education child care).  Funding for this item brings the total amount from $75,000 a year to $1,075,000 a year at the Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (to serve 4-year institutions) and from $50,000 a year to $1,050,000 at the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges (to serve 2-year institutions) .  
(General Fund-State)

    2.  Higher Ed Accountability Pilot Proj - Funding is provided to the Higher Education Coordinating Board to support the development of higher education performance 
agreements at the University of Washington and Western Washington University pursuant to House Bill 2641 (education performance agreements).  (General Fund-State)

    3.  Higher Ed Benchmarking - Pursuant to House Bill 2591 (higher education data), funding is provided for the Higher Education Coordinating Board to work with the Office 
of Financial Management's Education Data Center for development of a web-based dashboard.  The dashboard would feature easily accessible higher education data for each 
institution of higher education and the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges.  (General Fund-State)

Office of Program Research - Appropriations Comm
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January 27, 2008
2:07 pm

Agency 357 2007-09 Revised Omnibus Operating Budget (2008 Supp)
Department of Early Learning

(Dollars in Thousands)

APP-E Chair Proposed Governor Proposed Errata Difference
FTEs Near GF-S Total FTEs Near GF-S Total FTEs Near GF-S Total

2007-09 Original Appropriations 208.7 134,487 329,903 208.7 134,487 329,903 0.0 0 0

2007-09 Maintenance Level 208.7 135,865 331,281 208.7 135,865 331,281 0.0 0 0

 2008 Policy Non-Comp Changes:
    1. Improve Child Care Safety 2.5 435 435 2.5 435 435 0.0 0 0
    2. Federal Audit Requirement 0.0 0 0 0.0 637 637 0.0 -637 -637
    3. Transfer Program Funding 0.0 2,272 2,272 0.0 2,272 2,272 0.0 0 0
    4. Early Learning Community Match 0.0 150 150 0.0 0 0 0.0 150 150
    5. Washington Scholarships 0.0 187 187 0.0 0 0 0.0 187 187
    6. Community College Child Care 0.0 200 200 0.0 0 0 0.0 200 200
    7. 4 Year University Child Care 0.0 100 100 0.0 0 0 0.0 100 100
Policy -- Non-Comp Total 2.5 3,344 3,344 2.5 3,344 3,344 0.0 0 0

Total Policy Changes 2.5 3,344 3,344 2.5 3,344 3,344 0.0 0 0

2007-09 Revised Appropriations 211.2 139,209 334,625 211.2 139,209 334,625 0.0 0 0

Difference from Original Appropriations 2.5 4,722 4,722 2.5 4,722 4,722 0.0 0 0
% Change from Original Appropriations 1.2% 3.5% 1.4% 1.2% 3.5% 1.4%

Comments:
    1.  Improve Child Care Safety - Funding is provided to place a safety improvement employee at each of the three regional service offices in the state and two employees at the 
Department of Early Learning (DEL) office in Lacey.  These staff will lead quality improvement teams that will facilitate planning and implementation of a team approach to 
review licensing actions.  The purpose of this case review is to increase safety and accountability.  (General Fund-State)

    3.  Transfer Program Funding - To better align funding with program responsibilities, the following program funds are transferred from DSHS to DEL for Fiscal Year 2009: 
Head Start Collaboration State Match ($46,250), Homeless Child Care Subsidy Program ($690,000), Seasonal Child Care Subsidy Program ($1,035,265) and the Tiered 
Reimbursement Program ($500,000).  (General Fund-State)

    4.  Early Learning Community Match - Funding is provided to encourage private match investment for existing local early learning system coalitions.   (General Fund-State)

Office of Program Research - Appropriations Comm
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